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a programme of work which would enable the Conference to embody
in a convention the proposals made by various delegations since the
opening of the Conference5. Accordingly, they offered for considera-
tion a draft resolution, 'containing directions for the ordering of the
work', which might be submitted by the Bureau to the General
Commission.
The Bureau, in whose hands the direction of the work would be
placed, would c organize without delay practical discussion' of certain
topics of a general nature. These topics included ca solemn affirma-
tion, to be made by all European states, that they will not in any
circumstances attempt to resolve any present or future differences
between them by resort to force5;1 'the immediate study by the
Continental European States... of the possibility of reaching political
arrangements' for mutual assistance; the application of the principles
that the new disarmament convention would replace the disarmament
chapters of the Peace Treaties and that 'the newly expressed limita-
tions in the case of Germany and the other disarmed states5 would
'last for the same period and be subject to the same methods of
revision as those of all other countries5; the embodiment in the
disarmament convention of an undertaking to enter upon negotia-
tions, before its expiry, for a new convention providing for a further
adjustment of armaments; the embodiment in the convention of
provisions for the realization of qualitative equality in regard to war
material, if not immediately after the entry into force of the conven-
tion, then by specified stages, and the consideration, in this connexion,
of 'the reduction of the armies of the Continental European States
to a uniform general type of organization'.
It was suggested that the Political Commission2 should begin at
once to study the question of a ' solemn affirmation5 against resort to
force, and that a committee of the Continental European States
should be constituted to examine the possibility of arrangements
for mutual assistance. Questions more directly concerned with dis-
armament would be dealt with by the Bureau with the assistance,
where necessary, of technical committees. Thus, while the Bureau
would be responsible for computing the total land forces to be per-
mitted to each state, the Effectives Committee might be required
to submit recommendations concerning the ratios to be employed
1  The Governments of the United Kingdom, France, Germany and Italy
had already, in the declaration of the llth December, 1932, announced their
readiness to join in a'solemn affirmation of this kind. (See the Survey for 1932,
pp. 288-9.)
2  For the appointment of the Political Commission, see the Survey for 1932,
p< 214.